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Agathias (sixth century) that the Franks took over trading rights from the
Romans.1 Moreover, Jordanes (sixth century) gives further evidence that
the North German peoples of Sweden conducted a vigorous fur-trade with the
Romans, in which the tribes of Inner Germany acted as intermediaries.2 At
that time there was active intercourse between the Byzantine Empire and the
Scandinavian north; parts of the Gothic tribe of the Heruli were settled in
Illyricum as well as in Southern Sweden, and kept up a connection with one
another.3
Fredegarius' account of the Prankish trade with the Slavs gives a concrete
proof of the extent of trade eastwards 4 at the beginning of the seventh century.
Moreover, there was also an active slave trade in the Frankish kingdom at that
time; the Council of Chalons (639-654) was obliged to forbid the sale of slaves
outside the kingdom of King Clovis II (638-656) 5 and it is also apparent that
the Jews were especially interested in this trade. In the time of King Dagobert I
(628-638) the fair of St. Denis near Paris was a famous market, to which merchants
flocked from North and South from great distances. The king encouraged this
form of commercial intercourse by remitting customs duties for the merchants
at fair-time.6 With the spread of Frankish political power, trade was bound
to extend. The great conquests of King Theudebert (534-548), who extended
his rule to Pannonia and Jutland, deserve special attention. At the beginning
of the seventh century as a result of these conquests, Frankish missionaries,
such as the Abbot Eustasius of Luxeuil (d. 629), appear even in Bavaria. It is
therefore no accident that the Frank Samo was already trading with the Slav
Wends, who had now become the neighbours of the Franks in the East.
At the end of the sixth century the Frankish bishops took possession of
the ecclesiastical province of Noricum and drove Aquileia out.7 This, too, was
a result of King Theudebert's subjection of Bavaria to Frankish rule; and it was
certain to have a considerable effect on trade. For the Bauivari had extended
their territory over the Brenner to Bauzanum (Bozen), and were in close contact
with the Lombards, who had conquered Italy. In the second half of the sixth
century the ruling families had already strengthened this contact by intermarriages.
Then with Aripert a Bavarian dynasty came (652) to the Lombard throne. The
religious consequences of these connections are well known. Not only did
Catholicism cross the Alps with the Bavarian princesses, but trade and commerce
were thereby stimulated.
The Bavarian folk-law may be regarded as an expression of this develop-
ment, although its present form is not earlier than the eighth century. A number
of its decrees are worth consideration in this connection. First, that concerning
the security of strangers in the land. They are significantly divided into two
classes : those who are travelling for pious purposes (propter Deum) and those
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